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Presentation outline

• Key messages from the 2025 – 2026 Tropical Cyclone Outlook (issued October 2025) 

•  Background rationale and direction of travel

• Named storms during the 2025 – 2026 TC season

• Key Points /takeaways about the verification



The Southwest Pacific tropical cyclone outlook issued by New Zealand's National Institute of Water and 
Atmospheric Research (NIWA) in conjunction with MetService and Pacific meteorological services was 
issued on 8 October 2025 

Overall, “normal to below normal activity.” was indicated in the TC outlook, issued October 2025 (5 to 9 named TCs)

The risk of impact from a TC is expected to be higher near the Coral Sea, and around New Caledonia and Vanuatu

Normal to reduced risk is anticipated for the central part of the basin, and reduced risk is expected for the eastern part of the basin. 

https://niwa.co.nz/climate-and-weather/southwest-pacific-tropical-cyclone-outlook/southwest-pacific-tropical-cyclone-outlook-october-2025


• Oceanic and atmospheric forecasts for ENSO suggest weak-to-moderate La Niña conditions have an 85% 
chance of emerging by October-December 2025. La Niña conditions, should they develop, are likely to persist 
through early 2026, with deterioration of the event during the back half of the TC season in February-April 
2026

• Based on past seasons with similar background climate conditions to the present, TC activity  in the coming 
season is expected to be normal to slightly elevated in the region between Vanuatu and New Caledonia 
and in the north Tasman Sea to the north and northwest of  New Zealand during the late season

• There is a clear signal for an  elevated risk of tropical cyclones developing and tracking over waters located 
west of the International Date Line during both the early and late season, but with increased risk  focused 
on the Coral Sea and Gulf of Carpentaria during the early season

Background rationale for the TC Outlook and direction of travel



Reminder, the TC Outlook domain of analysis (see below composite TC density map, analog method)  includes the Coral Sea
and Gulf of Carpentaria (Southwest Pacific basin east of 135oE)



Observed named storms in the domain (east of 135oE)  - to date

System Dates (UTC) Origin / primary basin Notes
1 Koji 7–11 Jan 2026 Coral Sea (Australian region) Short‑lived, high rainfall impacts in QLD
2 Urmil 26 Feb – 1 Mar 2026 Southwest Pacific (RSMC Nadi) Formed late February; affected Vanuatu / nearby waters
3 Narelle 15–28 Mar 2026 Coral Sea → Gulf of Carpentaria → NT → WA Long‑lived, multi‑basin, Cat 5 at peak
4 Maila 1–12 Apr 2026 Solomon Sea / Coral Sea (Australian region) Cat 5 system, major impacts in PNG & Solomon Islands
5 Vaianu 3–13 Apr 2026 Southwest Pacific (RSMC Nadi) Severe TC; later ex‑TC impacts in NZ

5 named storms (lower bound of the 5 to 9 named storms forecast range)

2 – 4 named tropical cyclones may reach severe Category 3 or higher status 

→ 3 severe TCs recorded: 
→ Narelle, Maila, Vaianu  



TC Koji 



TC Urmil 



TC Narelle



TC Maila



TC Vaianu



It is notable that some of the early season un-named systems still went on to produce severe weather in Aotearoa, with both TD05F and TD10F being impactful in NZ. 



Key Points / takeaways

The season is just at the lower end of the forecast range (5 named storms) so far, with remaining time insufficient to reasonably 
expect a large late-season catch-up given the very late onset.

Spatial verification

Forecast signal:

Elevated risk in the Coral Sea/western domain
Reduced risk east of the Date Line (Samoa, Cook Islands, Society/Austral Islands)

Observed:

All named systems occurred west of the Date Line
No named TCs affected Samoa, American Samoa, Cook Islands, Society or Austral Islands

→ Good verification in terms of spatial pattern of enhanced / decreased activity 

ENSO and regime consistency

ENSO evolved toward weak La Niña, as anticipated

Suppressed genesis east of the Dateline and activity focused west of the Dateline consistent with La Niña composites analogs

The record-late first cyclone in the Southwest Pacific basin per se suggests suppression from sub-seasonal variability (e.g., 
unfavorable MJO phasing) beyond what seasonal outlooks can resolve

Overall verification



Nicolas.Fauchereau@earthsciences.nz
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